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F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

signing an Energy Marketing and

Management Agreement (EMMA) with

Clear Energy to implement our

Community Energy Project to provide

retail electricity to customers who opt to

have solar panels installed on their roofs

at no cost to them and with a saving in

electricity costs;

 reviewing the high-level feasibility study

and financial model that confirmed the

business case for continuing with the

proposed wind farm detailed feasibility

study particularly in light of changes in

the access to the grid introduced by the

Western Australian Government;

2020-2021 has been a challenging but

exciting year for AMRCCE. I was elected

Chair in late 2020 and our initial meetings

were held virtually due to shutdowns and my

absence from Western Australia until

immediately after Christmas. However,

despite the impacts of Covid-19, AMRCCE

has achieved much in the last twelve months

including:
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F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

AMRCCE is justifiably proud of its

achievements in 2021 as it approaches

realisation of the programs originally

agreed in 2017. We are also proud of our

contribution to the Shire of Augusta

Margaret River’s commitment to achieve

net Zero carbon emissions by 2030; a

stellar exemplar of the great contributions

regional Australia is making to a more

sustainable future, a contribution

supported by some industries and State

Governments. One can only hope that, in

this very week that the world seeks to

reach agreement on reducing Green House

gases, Australia might be united by this

essential cause.
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advancing regenerative agriculture in

the Scott River region as a result of the

Z-filter trial, supported by the

Department of Water and

Environmental Regulation's Regional

Estuaries Initiative the State

Government's Royalties for Regions

and conducted by AMRCCE and a local

dairy farmer, to separate dairy waste

into solid and liquid reducing the need

for commercial fertilisers, providing

recycled water for irrigation; enabling

carbon sequestration in farm soils and

farm efficiencies; and finally

the development of Zero: The Revolving

Fund that will enable the installation 

 of energy saving devices such as solar

panels, low energy lighting and heating

through interest free loans repayable

over up to five years. Zero will be

applied initially to community, not- for-

profit organisations but may be   

extended to low-income households in the

future. Zero is funded by a grant of up to

$50,000 from the Shire of Augusta Margaret

River; for which we are very grateful,

member donations and a pledge of $25,000

donation from Clear Energy. 



F R O M  T H E  C H A I R

Sadly, from my point of view, I will not

stand for the position of Chair this year

as Maria and I have chosen to follow

our hearts to spend more time

interstate to be closer to our family. I

wish the incoming AMRCCE Committee

and the region and its communities

success in reaching our common goal

of reducing greenhouse gas emissions;

contributing to a cleaner, safer and

more equitable world.
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Emeritus Professor David S Wood
PhD

AMRCCE’s success is the product of

a committed and ambitious

Committee, which I have been proud

to chair in 2020-21, its members, and

a very supportive Shire and local

community that has given generously

to our cause. However, our need for

support continues, particularly in

funding Zero: the Revolving Fund

which is such a great cause for our

region; enabling installation of energy

saving devices for groups that do not

have adequate funds to install such

devices.

I want to thank previous committee

members Suzanne Hicks who stepped

down at the last AGM, Ken Dyer  who

resigned early this year and Michael

Carr who resigned recently to spend

more time with family. We really

appreciate your contribution.



A B O U T  U S

OUR VISION
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OUR MISSION

OUR PHILOSOPHY

 We are a community group that is outcomes
focused, locals working locally on local issues,
empowering people to contribute to reducing
emissions while supporting environmental justice.

We aim to achieve our mission while buying local
and improving the affordability of clean energy.

Our not-for-profit community action group based in
Augusta Margaret River, seeks to protect the
environment by reducing greenhouse gas emissions
and promoting clean energy. 

facilitating the use and provision of renewable
energy installations and devices, especially for
those who would otherwise not have access to
them; 

encouraging renewable and energy efficient
facilities within the Shire by undertaking feasibility
studies & business cases e.g. from a wind farm to
an anaerobic digester;  

conducting research and development on the
options for reducing greenhouse gas emissions in
the Augusta Margaret River Shire; and

providing education on renewable energy, energy
efficiency and reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions. 

To protect the environment by reducing greenhouse
gas emissions through:



MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

O U R  P E O P L E
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AMRCCE is managed by a Management Committee consisting of Chair; Deputy Chair; Secretary, Treasurer
and Management Committee Members. From time to time sub-committees co-opt additional persons to
assist its activities as required. Current Management Committee Members were elected at our last AGM and
are listed above. 

The organisation itself is entirely staffed by volunteers. As is usual in organisations such as ours, besides
our regular volunteers many people have volunteered to make our activities possible throughout the year. We
thank each and everyone of your valued contribution.

Torben Grell was our contractor for the Z-Filter Trial until the completion of the project and we congratulate
him on him being offered a PhD with the University of Southern Queensland to continue the research he
commenced with AMRCCE. 

We welcome Rob McDonald, Community Energy Manager South West Region who is seconded to AMRCCE by
energy retailer Clear Energy as part of our Energy Marketing & Management Agency Agreement.

Chai rperson         Dav id  Wood
 Deputy  Chai r        Ian  Wi l l iams

   Secretary             Laura  Stocker
  Treasurer             Beth  Dowl ing

Members         Lyn  Serventy
                          Jess ica  Worra l l
                          Bruce  Hami l ton

                              Dav id  Hargreaves
                      Micahel  Carr

                                       Ken  Dyer  (unt i l  end  Feb)
 



THANK YOU

O U R  K E Y  P A R T N E R S
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We are very greatful for the support and assistance we receive from our key partners in achieving our vision
and would like to acknowledge the assistance received from:

The Shire of Augusta Margaret River
Margaret River Rotary Club
Lower Blackwood Land Conservation District Committee
Transition Margaret River
Department of Water & Environmental Regulation
Regional Estuaries Initiative
The Foundation for Regional and Rural Renewal (FRRR)
University of Southern Queensland 
University of Western Australia
Lotterywest
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T H E  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

As repor ted  prev ious ly  AMRCCE’s  work  has ,  over  t ime ,  expanded  to  four
pro jects .  The  four  p ro jects  a re  in  l ine  w i th  the  pr io r i t y  act ions  ident i f ied  a t  the
Cl imate  Summit  (CAS)  and  suppor t  the  act ions  ident i f ied  in  the  C l imate  Act ion
Plan  to  meet  the  agreed  emiss ion  reduct ion  ta rgets  of  Net  Zero  emiss ions  by
2030.

Th is  f inanc ia l  year ,  l i ke  the  rest  o f  the  communi ty ,  AMRCCE found  i tse l f  s lowed  
down by  the  e f fects  of  the  Pandemic  and  used  the  oppor tun i ty  to  rev iew and  
 conf i rm i ts  p ro jects .  The  outcome of  each  of  these  is  repor ted  separate ly .  

One  issue  that  has  come to  the  fore  is  the  increas ing  need  for  AMRCCE to  f ind
secure  suppor t  fo r  i ts  educat iona l  and  admin is t ra t ive  act iv i t ies .  Th is  is  a
cha l lenge  that  we  a im to  address  in  the  year  to  come and  encourage  anyone  in
the  communi ty  w i th  in te rest  to  jo in  our  vo lunteer  g roup  to  do .

REVIEW & CONSOLIDATION
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Locat ion  has  been  ident i f ied  wi th in  3  km of  Beenup  Substat ion
The  wind  data  has  been  quant i f ied  and  ana lysed
Access  App l icat ion  in i t ia ted
Concept  P lann ing  Proposa l  submi t ted  to  AMRS February  2020

This  p ro ject  is  in tended  to  resu l t  in  a  10MW;  Wind  Powered  fac i l i t y  to  p roduce
≈  40% Energy  consumed through  the  gr id  by  AMR communi ty  and  to  reduce
≈23 ,000  tonnes  CO2/year  w i th  an  est imated  to ta l  p ro ject  va lue  of  ≈$25  mi l l ion .

To  date :

As  prev ious ly  ind icated  AMRCCE 's  goa l  has  been  to  complete  a  feas ib i l i t y
s tudy  and  ga in  approva l  fo r  a  10MW Gr id  Connected  windfarm in  the  Scot t
R iver  and  to  f ind  a  su i tab le  par tner  to  deve lop  the  wind  fa rm prov id ing  our
communi ty  w i th  a  share  ho ld ing  to  fund  ongo ing  pro jects  to  reduce  the
emiss ions  f rom energy  consumpt ion  by  the  communi ty .  

Our  work  in  th is  a rea  wi l l  cont inue  in  the  context  o f  expected  leg is la t i ve ,
commerc ia l  and  techn ica l  ru le  changes  requ i red  to  address  Transmiss ion
Network  Congest ion  not  expected  unt i l  2022 ,  the  wi thdrawal  o f  Enercon  f rom
the  Southern  hemisphere  and  the  rap id ly  chang ing  env i ronment  in  the
renewables  sector .
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O U R  P R O J E C T S  -  B I O G A S

Manure  Separat ion  Tr ia l  Completed  and
implemented  in  la rgest  Da i ry  Farm in  Sh i re

C losed  Loop Manure  Management  Mode l  deve loped
-  w i th  env i ronmenta l  (water  qua l i t y  and  emiss ions
reduct ion) ,  regenerat ive  agr icu l tu re  and  economic
benef i ts  -  365 ,000  m3 of  water  re turned/yr ;  >500
tonnes  CO2/yr  reduct ion  in  methane  vent ing ;  300
tonnes/yr  o f  compost  p roduced  (equ iva lent  to
$130 ,000)

Waste  Reuse/Env i ronmenta l  Benef i ts  -  reduct ion  of
emiss ions  and  of  nut r ients  in to  waterway ;  

Butane  Methane  Potent ia l  (BMP)  of  waste  of  g rass -
fed  da i ry  cows measured  –  not  p rev ious ly  ava i lab le
in  sc ient i f ic  l i te ra ture

Insuf f ic ient  energy  for  economic  product ion  of
energy  as  so le  fue l  source– requ i res  s tud ies  to  f ind
v iab le  economic  co -d igest ion  wi th  o ther  waste  as
fue l  sources

AMRCCE sponsor ing  PhD s tudent  w i th  Un ivers i ty  o f
Southern  Queens land  (USQ)  to  fu r ther  s tudy  the
agronomic  benef i t  o f  d ia ry  waste
compost/d igestate  

AMRCCE complete  i ts  Z -F i l te r  T r ia l  suppor ted  by  the
Depar tment  of  Water  and  Env i ronmenta l  Regu la t ion 's
Reg iona l  Estuar ies  In i t ia t i ve  funded  th rough  the
State 's  Government  Roya l t ies  fo r  Reg ions .  

The  Tr ia l  was  conducted  to  estab l ish  whether  i t  was
poss ib le  to  separate  f resh  da i ry  e f f luent  in to
stackab le  so l ids  and  l iqu id  f i l t ra te  w i th  a  v iew to
informing  the  feas ib i l i t y  s tudy  of  es tab l ish ing  a  2MW
aggregated  anaerob ic  d igester  p roduc ing  b iogas  f rom
dai ry  e f f luent  and  the  potent ia l  fo r  water  qua l i t y
improvements  by  reduc ing  run  of f  and  leach ing  in to
waterways .   

The  t r ia l  was  conducted  in  a  da i ry  fa rm in  the  Scot t
R iver  and  the  outcomes inc lude :

  

THE Z FILTER TRIAL 
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O U R  P R O J E C T S  -  C O M M U N I T Y  E N E R G Y

Market ing  Agency  Agreement  w i th  C lear  Energy  in  p lace
Two contestab le  customers  s igned  up  wi th  expected  reduct ion  in  emiss ions
of  845 ,000  kg  Co2/year  and  greater  than  15% sav ings  on  average
Commencing  of fe r ing  to  Communi ty  -  a ims to  de l i ver  more  than  20MW of
renewable  generat ion  capac i ty  w i th in  5  years
1  loca l  job  a t  p resent ,  loca l  cont ractors  used  to  const ruct  generat ion

In  March  2021  Augusta  Margaret  R iver  C lean  Communi ty  Energy  completed  i ts
due  d i l igence   p rocess  conducted  over  the  las t  18  months  wi th  C lear  Energy
and  announced  that  i t  had  entered  in to  an  Energy  Market ing  and  Management
Agreement  (EMMA)  wi th  C lear  Energy  Pty  L td  a  subs id ia ry  of  Tersum Energy  Pty
Ltd  to  de l i ver  a f fordab le  and  c lean  energy  to  the  communi ty  of  Augusta
Margaret  R iver  s imi la r  to  the  a r rangement  that  o f  C lear  Energy  has  wi th
Gera ld ton  Communi ty  Energy .  

Th is  is  an  agreement  to  supp ly  e lect r ic i ty  to  bus inesses  and  ind iv idua ls  w i thout
renewables  th rough  a  combinat ion  of  g r id  and  renewable  energy  generat ion
where  C lear  Energy  ins ta l ls ,  owns  and  mainta ins  in f rast ructure  such  as  a  so la r
system and  the  customer  pays  less  than  before  and  emiss ions  are  reduced.

Key  outcomes inc lude :

COMMUNITY ENERGY 
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O U R  P R O J E C T S  -  Z E R O :  T H E  R E V O L V I N G  F U N D

reach  $100 ,000  of  seed  fund ing  50% f rom AMR Sh i re  and  50% communi ty       donat ions  
Fund  ≈100  kW of  PV insta l la t ions  in  our  in i t ia l  year  (assuming  $1 ,000  per  kW)  –
generat ing  ≈  175 ,200  kwh wi th  est imated  carbon  emiss ions  reduct ion  of  122 ,640  CO2/yr  
fund  a  fu r ther  190kW of  PV insta l la t ions  over  7  years  w i th  the  re - lend ing  of  loan
repayments  of  the  or ig ina l  $100 ,000  seed  to  p rov ide  loans  of  $190 ,000.  
Ra ise  $30 ,000  of  annua l  tax -deduct ib le  donat ions  to  increase  poo l  to  $210 ,000  to  fund
another  210kW and  over  subsequent  years  to  y ie ld  a  to ta l  o f  500kW over  the  in i t ia l  7
years .

AMRCCE has  a lways  in tended  to  ass is t  to  reduce  emiss ions  by  fund ing  emiss ion  reduct ion
pro jects  in  the  communi ty  and  fac i l i ta t ing  the  use  and  prov is ion  of  renewable  energy
insta l la t ions  and  dev ices  espec ia l l y  fo r  those   who would  o therwise  not  have  access  to
them.  We look  to  empower  peop le  to  cont r ibute  to  reduc ing  emiss ions  whi le  suppor t ing
env i ronmenta l  jus t ice  -  loca ls  work ing  loca l ly  on  loca l  issues .  

Af te r  cons iderab le  work  w i th  the  suppor t  o f  Corena  (corenafund.org .au) ;  a  Res i l ience  Grant
f rom the  Sh i re  of  Augusta  Margaret  R iver ;  and  a  donat ion  p ledge  f rom C lear  Energy ,  we  are
inch ing  c loser  to  launch ing  Zero - the  Revo lv ing  Fund.  Th is  fund  wi l l  p rov ide  Zero - in te rest
loans ,  in i t ia l l y  to  communi ty  g roups ,  to  fund  c l imate  benef ic ia l  p ro jects  such  as  ins ta l l ing
so lar  pane ls ,  improv ing  energy  e f f ic iency ,  swi tch ing  away  f rom foss i l  gas  use  or
purchas ing  e lect r ic  veh ic les .  The  resu l tant  sav ings  on  energy/ fue l  b i l l s  w i l l  cover  the  loan
repayments  in to  our  revo lv ing  fund  so  that  they  can  do  the i r  par t  to  tack le  the  c l imate
emergency  by  reduc ing  the i r  carbon  footpr in t  immediate ly  w i thout  d iver t ing  any  of  the i r
budget  away  f rom de l i ver ing  serv ices  to  the  communi ty .  When  the  pro ject  has  "pa id  fo r
i tse l f "  they  w i l l  have  lower  operat ing  costs  mean ing  more  money  ava i lab le  fo r  the i r  core
purpose .  

Th is  p ro ject  a ims to :
 

Community Funded
Climate Projects 
with suppport from: 

 

and local donations
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C O M M U N I T Y   &  P U B L I C  E V E N T S

AMRCCE were  not  a lone  to  have  the i r  communi ty  and  pub l ic  events  h indered  by
the  advent  of  the  Cov id -19  Pandemic .  

Many  of  our  normal  act iv i t ies  such  as  par t ic ipat ion  in  the  Margaret  R iver  Show
and the  Augusta  R iver  Fest iva l  d id  not  eventuate  as  these  events  d id  not  go
ahead.

A  p lanned  Farmers  Day  a t  the  Bo ley  Farm to  do  a  show &  te l l  o f  the  Z -F i l te r  was
a lso  cance l led  to  be  schedu led  for  a  fu ture  date .  

Nonethe less ,  we  presented  dur ing  the  "Loca l  is  More"  month  a  Loca l  Renewable
Energy  seminar  and  had  meet ings  in  Augusta  to  exp lore  whether  a  microgr id
cou ld  g ive  Augusta  greater  energy  re l iab i l i t y  together  w i th  more  af fordab le  and
greener  energy .

We were  a lso  ab le  to  go  ahead  wi th  our  Open  Garden  event  where  there  were  a r t ,
ra f f les ,  p lants ,  mus ic  and  a  much  apprec ia ted  sess ion  on  so i l   and  p lant  care .

Our  apprec ia t ion  go  to  a l l  the  vo lunteers  that  made  th is  event  poss ib le  and
a l lowed AMRCCE rep len ish  the i r  cof fe rs  w i th  p roceeds  c lose  to  $6 ,000 .  
Our  thanks  a lso  go  to  the  communi ty  of  Augusta  Margaret  R iver  who so
generous ly  suppor ted  the  event .  

OPEN GARDEN 
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